# "The Knocks of the Beloved: Answering the Call to Deeper Intimacy"
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## -~ Basic Information

* Date & Time: 2024-04-03 18:45:47

* Location: Oasis Bible Training Center
* Instructor: Steve Porter

## 7 Summary

This teaching emphasizes the importance of worshiping and surrendering to Jesus,
highlighting the need for His presence in one's life. It calls for spiritual awakening and
revival, moving away from lukewarm faith towards a fervent love for Jesus. The speaker
shares personal experiences of encountering God's presence, stressing the significance of
obedience, discernment, and spiritual hunger in deepening one's relationship with God.
The teaching concludes with a call to spiritual obedience and sacrifice, choosing to feast
at the Lord's table over the table of demons.

## ~ Knowledge Points

### 1. The lecture focuses on the importance of deep, personal worship and adoration of
Jesus, the necessity of His presence in one's life, and the call to spiritual awakening and
revival to move away from lukewarm faith.

* **Worship and Adoration of Jesus**
- The lecture begins with expressions of worship and adoration towards Jesus,
emphasizing the importance of recognizing His sovereignty and giving Him glory.

* **Need for Jesus**
- There's a strong emphasis on the necessity of having Jesus in one's life, highlighting a
sense of desperation for His presence.

* **] eaving Behind Old Ways**
- The speaker encourages leaving behind old, displeasing ways and fully embracing
Jesus with all one's heart.

* **Surrender and Submission to Jesus**
- A call to surrender and submit entirely to Jesus, offering one's life as a living sacrifice
to Him.



* **Becoming a New Song to the Lord**
- The concept of becoming a new song to the Lord is introduced, symbolizing a deep,
personal worship that pleases Jesus.

* **Recognition of Jesus' Presence™*
- The importance of recognizing and responding to Jesus' presence and visitations is
discussed.

* **The Laodicean Church**
- The teaching touches on the state of the Laodicean church as described in Revelation,
using it as a caution against lukewarmness in faith.

* **Call to Spiritual Awakening**
- There's a call for a spiritual awakening and revival, moving away from apathy and
lukewarmness towards a fervent love for Jesus.

* **Jesus Knocking on the Door**
- The speaker elaborates on the imagery of Jesus knocking on the door of one's heart,
inviting personal and corporate revival.

* **Importance of Recognizing Jesus' Knocks**
- The teaching emphasizes the importance of discerning and responding to Jesus'
knocks, which can lead to deeper spiritual encounters.

### 2. The teaching focuses on the importance of making oneself available to God,
experiencing His presence, and the significance of obedience, discernment, and spiritual
hunger in one's relationship with God.

* **Making oneself available to God**
- The speaker emphasizes the importance of making oneself available to God,
especially in the 'ninth season', and being obedient to His calls.

* **Experiencing God's presence**
- The speaker shares a personal story of feeling God's presence strongly while asleep,
indicating a supernatural experience beyond dreaming.

* **Accountability for words shared**
- The speaker stresses the seriousness of sharing experiences and words about God,

highlighting the accountability before God for every word spoken.

* **Discerning genuine spiritual experiences™*



- The narrative addresses the challenge of discerning genuine spiritual experiences
from fabricated stories, emphasizing integrity in sharing such experiences.

* **(Obedience to God's calls**
- A story is shared about being obedient to God's call in the middle of the night,
contrasting previous instances of disobedience.

* **[nner visions versus outer visions**
- The speaker differentiates between inner visions (seen in the spirit) and outer visions
(full-blown, external visions), and the importance of honesty in sharing them.

* **The importance of spiritual hunger**
- The speaker discusses the significance of spiritual hunger and the pursuit of 'more’'
beyond initial spiritual experiences like salvation and baptism in the Holy Spirit.

* **Feasting at the Lord's table**
- A vision is shared where the speaker is invited to feast at the Lord's table in heaven,
symbolizing deeper spiritual communion and revelation.

* **Repentance and forgiveness**
- The speaker shares a moment of repentance and receiving forgiveness from Jesus,
emphasizing the freedom and love found in forgiveness.

* **The call to spiritual obedience and sacrifice**

- The teaching concludes with a call to spiritual obedience and sacrifice, choosing to
feast at the Lord's table over the table of demons, and the implications of such choices.

## 7 Questions

1. What does it mean to truly stand in awe of Jesus? How can we cultivate a heart of
reverence and worship?

2. Why is it important to leave behind the old ways and fully embrace Jesus with our
whole hearts? What old ways might we need to leave behind?

3. How can we become a "new song" to the Lord and grab His attention through our
worship?

4. What is the difference between the abiding presence and manifest presence of God?
How can we discern His manifest presence?

5. Why does Jesus knock at the door of our hearts? What prevents us from opening the
door and letting Him in fully?



6. How can we cultivate an ability to recognize the different types of "knocks" from the
Lord - for worship, intercession, waiting on Him, etc.?

7. What does it mean to feast at the table of the Lord? How is this different than feasting
at the table of demons?

8. How can spiritual hunger and desperation for God's presence be like a fragrant offering
that gets His attention?

9. What causes spiritual lukewarmness and apathy? How can this be remedied?

10. Why is the Lord looking for a church within the church, a remnant bride who will go
deeper?

11. How should we respond when confronted with memories of past failures and sins?
What does true repentance look like?

12. What is the significance of Jesus calling us by name and holding our hands in
visions/encounters? How does this demonstrate His love?

13. Why does answering the Lord's call require obedience and sacrifice on our part?
What might we need to give up to feast at His table?

14. How can we keep our spiritual hunger sharp and avoid growing complacent in our
relationship with God?

15. What does it mean that the Lord will enlarge our capacity to receive more of Him as
we diligently seek Him?

16. How can we avoid the trap of just going through religious motions without heart
engagement and intimacy with Jesus?

17. Why is it vital that we make the most of the time we have left on earth to passionately
pursue God?

18. In what ways can spiritual immaturity and compromise hinder us from going deeper
in God and being ready for His return?

19. How does regular meditation on messages like this help with our spiritual growth
process? What is the importance of "beholding" Jesus?



20. What steps can we take this week to make more room for Jesus, respond to His
knocking, and cultivate desperation for His presence?

## € Quotes

1. "When there's a people that will worship him in spirit and in truth, I'm not talking
about singing songs. [...] But as we become that new song to the Lord, when we're one
with the heart of Jesus, when the bride and the bridegroom become one in heart, we
become His new song."

2. "There are sometimes that you'll have a visitation and there'll be other times that you
will not have a visitation. Be consistent anyway."

3. "Behold also speaks of beholding something. Opening your spirit and beholding the
Lord. This scripture verse, behold, I stand at the door and knock the Lord saying here |
am. I'm grabbing your attention. I'm grabbing your heart. Behold me."

4. "I would never fabricate a story. Many people on YouTube claim extraordinary
encounters, causing others to doubt what is real. I refuse to invent tales for self-
promotion."

5. "Individually, he comes to our doors and he knocks, wanting to come in and sup with
us. and us with him behold he stands at the door knocks if any man if that word is
conditional if you notice it doesn't say well I'm just gonna automatically come in he says
if any man that words conditional if any man will open the door that speaks of obedience
if we're obedient to open the door then he will come in with visitation"

6. "Our spiritual hunger rises like fragrant perfume to the King of Kings while He sits at
His table. Our yearning releases a pleasing aroma."

7. "Many churches today have tragically succumbed to the Laodicean spirit of
lukewarmness. Years ago, I attended a church where I wept every Sunday. Though God
placed me there, I acutely felt His grief over the pervasive apathy and lukewarmness. I
sensed the Father's heart yearning to move, but He was neither permitted nor welcomed."

8. "You cannot drink from both the Lord's cup and the cup of demons. You cannot feast
at both God's table and the table of demons."

9. "The Lord has a written plan, a purpose, and a destiny for my life, but it's up to me to
be obedient and to yield to that plan. You know what scares me is Katherine Kuhlman,
who said, the only reason I'm standing up here is because two other men refused the call."



10. "Lord, let us never forget that revelation of beholding the Lord. Behold you in all
your glory. Behold you in your presence. Behold you sweet master Jesus. King of kings
and Lord of lords. Lord stir me, quicken me, enlarge my capacity to receive more of you

in the name of precious Jesus."



